The Honorable Tom Vilsack
Secretary of Agriculture

U.S. Department of Agriculture
1400 Independence Ave., S.W.
Suite 200-A

Washington, D.C. 20250

April 6, 2010
Dear Secretary Vilsack:

We want to thank you for your strong and public commitment to uphold the 2001 Roadless Area Conservation
Rule against court challenges from its opponents. With the Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals on record in support
of the rule, we are pleased that the Obama administration is currently defending it in the Tenth Circuit Court of
Appeals, where it has been challenged by the mining industry, among others.

However, we are concerned that even while the Obama administration is defending the rule in the Tenth Circuit,
it has taken several actions in states such as Alaska, Colorado and Oregon that would appear to contradict this
position. In particular, we are troubled by the administration’s recent decision to allow Oxbow Mining
Company and Arch Coal to begin the regulatory process to expand their operations into inventoried roadless
areas (IRAs) in Colorado. Both corporations have vigorously opposed the rule since its inception and have been
aggressive in seeking to circumvent its protections through an alternative proposal the state is advancing.

Given the Obama administration’s strong support for roadless protection, we ask that you and the Forest Service
not approve any activities in conjunction with the Oxbow and Arch Coal mine expansions that would violate the
2001 rule. In this spirit, we also ask that you commit that no future road construction will occur in Colorado
IRAs to facilitate the expansion of these mines or any development of other industrial scale projects, including
those that involve logging, mining, and drilling.

The 2001 Roadless Area Conservation Rule is the product of more than three decades of exhaustive public
debate, years of scientific review and a federal rulemaking in which a record number of Americans participated.
With more than half of our National Forests already open to logging, mining and drilling, the rule was intended
as a balanced approach to preserve the last third of undeveloped forestland as habitat for wildlife, a haven for
recreation, a source of clean drinking water, and a heritage for future generations.

When it comes to America’s forests, the Obama administration has a tremendous opportunity to continue the
stewardship legacy of President Theodore Roosevelt and ensure these wild landscapes are preserved for future
generations. We thank you again for your commitment to the Roadless Area Conservation Rule and we look
forward to working together to make certain that all 58.6 million acres of our last wild national forests benefit
from this landmark policy’s full protection.

Sincerely,
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Cc:  Harris Sherman, Under Secretary for Natural Resources and the Environment, USDA
Robert Bonnie, Senior Advisor to the Secretary, USDA
Tom Tidwell, Chief, U.S. Forest Service



