Biodiversity Conservation Alliance * Winter Wildlands Alliance * Western Watersheds Project
Northern Arapahoe Preservation Society * On Sacred Ground Casper
Plumbers and Pipefitters UA Local 192 * Wyoming Conservation Voters
LightHawk * Wyoming Wilderness Association * Wyoming Outdoor Council

December 13, 2010

The Honorable Thomas Vilsack

Secretary

U.S. Department of Agriculture

1400 Independence Ave., S.W., Suite 200-A
Washington DC 20250

Dear Secretary Vilsack,

Sweeping new national forest management rules set to be released by the Obama administration in eatly
2011 provide a unique opportunity to continue the conservation legacy of President Theodore
Roosevelt, who had the foresight to protect these treasured lands more than a century ago. Because of
this vision, America enjoys 193 million acres of national forests and grasslands — including 9.2 million
acres in Wyoming.' These are public lands that provide vital protection for fish and wildlife and clean
drinking water for millions nationwide.

Today, our national forests and the wildlife and water resources they support, including those in
Wyoming, face unprecedented threats that even a visionary leader such as Roosevelt could not have
anticipated. Our forests, wildlife and watersheds, which require comprehensive restoration to remedy
the effects of mismanagement, also face new challenges associated with climate change and encroaching
development.

The new National Forest Management Act regulations must effectively protect and restore our national
forests as we face the challenges of the 21" century. They must serve to anchor Forest Service
management by giving the agency clear non-discretionary direction, as has been the case with the
current regulations which were developed in 1982. At the same time, the new regulations must use
sound and current science to safeguard healthy fish and wildlife populations and their habitats, and
secure safe, clean water by creating management standards to protect and restore streams, rivers and
watersheds.

We see the development of these comprehensive national forest management rules as one of the most
important environmental actions that the administration will take during this term. The course set by
these critical rules will determine the future of our forests, wildlife and watersheds for generations to
come.

! http://www.fs.fed.us/land/staff/lar/2009/LAR Table 04.html




We look forward to working with you to develop a new framework for managing our national forests in

this century of which President Roosevelt would be proud.

Sincerely,

Erik Molvar

Executive Director

Biodiversity Conservation Alliance
P.O. Box 1512

Laramie, WY 82073

(307) 742-7978

signing on behalf of

Forrest McCarthy

Public Lands Director
Winter Wildlands Alliance
PO Box 6723

Jackson, WY 83002
307-733-3742

Jonathan Ratner

Director, Wyoming Office
Western Watersheds Project
PO Box 1160

Pinedale, WY 82941
877-746-3628

Yufna Soldier Wolf

Northern Arapaho Preservation Society
P.O. Box 314

St. Stephens, WY 82524

307-857-2779

Rev. Dee Lundberg

On Sacred Ground Casper
1511 South Melrose
Casper, WY 82601
307-266-4447

Dennis Hemenover

Plumbers and Pipefitters UA Local 192
411 W 5" St.

Cheyenne, WY 82007

(307) 634-5837 ext. 1

Kate Wright

Executive Director

Wyoming Conservation Voters
PO Box 1947

Cheyenne, WY 82003
307-638-2050

Shannon Rochelle

Northern Rockies Program Manager
LightHawk

304 Main St, Suite 14

Lander, WY 82520

307-332-3242

Liz Howell

Wyoming Wilderness Association
PO Box 6588

Sheridan, WY 82801

307 672-2751

Lisa McGee

Wyoming Outdoor Council
262 Lincoln

Lander, WY 82520
307-332-7031



