RAnited States Stnate

WASHINGTON, DC 20510
May 1, 2001

The President )
The White House .
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Mr. President:

OnMay4,thﬁAdnﬁnisﬁaﬁnnwﬂ1p'esemmereMMthsreviﬂwoftheRoadl&ssAm
Conservation Ruls to the U.S. District Court in Boise, Idaho. We ask that the
Administration sapport this regulation. Attorney General John Asheroft pledged during
his confirmation hearing to “defend” rules with the force of law. To fail to defend this
nﬂehwmﬁpﬁlorwmmpdifyﬂﬂsnﬂewmmlymopmadebﬂethumm
the Forest Service, frustrated the public and tied up the court system.

The roadless forest protection rulé is a considered and batanced policy, and an appropriate
exercise of rulepsaking authority. The rulemeking process conducted by the Forast
Service was the most extensive public outreach in the history of the Natiopal
Ravironmental Palicy Act. As you are no doubt awars, the rulemaking included over 600
meetings in local comnmnities across the country—attended by more than 23,000 atizens-
-and it gamnered more than 1.6 million commenis. Those commments overwhelmingly
favared protection for roadless forest arees, And forther, recent polls show that there is
smgwidespradmpportforthnnﬂcmongthcAmimpecple.

Protecting roadless forcsts will also have major economic benafits—not just in the
pmmdmﬁondumforacﬁwuse,hnﬂsohﬁnﬂyannwingtheFmest
Service to begin to reduce its $8.4 billion. backlog in maintenance on the existing 380,000
miles of Toads in our natiogal forests. In the absence of the rule, plans to build sbout
1,160mi1esofnewmadsintopmteaedmwouldshnplyaddtotheForaatSuvioe’s
backlog.

‘While thera are those who befieve the rule went too far to protect roadless areas, others
believe it did not go fur enough Clearly, the final regulation struck a balance on
contentious land-use issues. It reflects public ingart and a detailed analysis of the place
national forests hold in the larger picture of American land and resource use. Specifically:

e The rule exerapts all 759,000 acree currently under lease.
» Itpreserves.accessto all roadless areas for motorized recreational access,
mountain biking, honting and fishimg, :



« ]t permits the construction of new roads for fire suppression, health and safety
purposes, as well a3 access by inholders pursuant to existing statutory rights and
treijes.

o It allows a seven-year window for timber sales to continue at current logging rates
in the Tongass National Forest and leaves an extensive roaded land base open to

While the roadless mle may not strike the precise balanoe that some of us would have

chosen, none of us wish to rekindle a frustrating and fiuitess debate that rewards conflict
at the expense of the citizens in our states who usc and enjoy national forests. We ask

this Administration to abide by the law.

' Sincetily,
‘ .
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Signatures

Cantwell
Daschle
Boxer
Leahy
Corzine
Murray
Durbin
Reid
Bayh
Kerry

Biil Nelson
Clinton
Schumer
Biden
Torricelli
Kennedy
Mikulski
Lieberman
Sarbanes
Edwards
Reed
Bingaman
Harkin
Feingold



