Dale Bosworth March 16, 2006
Chief, US Forest Service

1400 Independence Ave., SW

Washington, D.C. 20250-0003

Dear Chief Bosworth,

Wearewriting to you concerning thefuture of Missouri’ slast wildforestsand thebenefitsthesel ast roadless
forestsprovideto thecitizensof Missouri aswell asthe benefitsthey provideto all Americanswho shareownership
of these national treasures.

The federal roadless areas of our state provide our citizens with rich scenic and recreational opportunities
and serve as an essential part of the economic foundation of our state. The citizens of Missouri have repeatedly
vocalized their support for strong protection for these National Forest lands

On May 5, 2005, the Department of Agriculture announced the adoption of afinal rulerequiring Governors
to file petitions with the Forest Service in order to receive protections for roadless areas within their states above
those afforded by the forest planning process.

According to the Rule, any such petition must be submitted to the Secretary of Agriculture not later than
November 13, 2006. After thepetitionissubmitted, it will bereviewed by aNational Advisory Committeethat will
provideadviceand recommendationsto the Secretary on any subsequent State-specific rulemakingswithin 90 days.

If the petition is accepted, the Forest Service shall be directed to initiate notice and comment rulemaking
to address the petition.

According to astatement by Agriculture Secretary Mike Johanns concurrent with the issuance of the Rule,
therulewould, “ advance President Bush’ scommitment to cooperatively conserveinventoried roadlessareaswithin
our national forests.”

Similarly, on September 6, 2005, Under Secretary of AgricultureMark Rey stated, “weareprovidinginterim
protection to roadless areas, pending the devel opment of state specific rules provided for in our 2005 rulemaking.”

On February 9, the Governor of Washington joined California, Oregon and New Mexico in challenging the
legality of the repeal of the 2001 Roadless Rule. That suit has also been joined in Amicus filings by the states of
Maine and Montana. The Rule has also been challenged in court by 20 conservation organizations.

On February 28" of this year, over a quarter of a million American’s petitioned the Department of
Agriculture pursuant to the Administrative Procedures Act to reinstate the 2001 rule. The act requires a prompt
determination by the agency.

In addition, a forest plan was released for Missouri’s Mark Twain National Forest which arbitrarily, and
illegally excluded all roadless areas from the forests inventory, exempting them form al protections afforded by
areas designated asroadless. The Plan has been apped ed, specifically in reference to these exclusions as well as
other issues. Furthermore, the Forest Service's recent proposal to sell off land includes a tract in the middle of
Lower Rock Creek-Missouri’s premier roadless area.

In light of legal cloud surrounding the new rule, the legal and administrative cloud surrounding the
exemption of roadlessareasfrom forest plans, the unprecedented petition for reinstatement, and consistent with the
administration’ sstated i ntent to “ cooperatively conserve inventoried roadless areaswithin our national forests’ and



provide “interim protection to roadless areas, pending the development of state specific rules’ we ask the Forest
Service agree to not propose projects in inventoried roadless areas and previously inventoried areas recently
excluded by revised forest plans that might disqualify areas or portions of such areas from protection, or degrade
their specia roadless qualities, and to halt and withdraw all such projects under development (see attachment) as
long as the disposition of these areas remains unresolved.

The roadless areas of our National Forests provide Missouri citizens not only rich scenic and recreational
opportunities, but also serve asapart of the economic foundation of our state. Decisionsregarding the management
of these lands asroadl ess areas must be afforded significant consideration and weight. Moreover, decisionsto take
actions which may disqualify areas or portions of areas from protection, or degrade their roadless qualities and
values should not be made as long as the disposition of these areas remains unresolved.

We look forward to your response.
Respectfully,

Missouri Forest Alliance
Jim Scheff

20 Crabapple Ct.

St. Louis, MO 63132

Missouri Coalition for the Environment
6267 Delmar Blvd. Ste. 2E
St. Louis, MO 63130

Missouri Wilderness Coalition
PO Box 377
Boss, MO 65440

Ozark Riverkeepers Network
Tom Kruzen

HC-67, Box 70-C

Mountain View, Missouri, 65548
(417)934-2818
kruzen3@hotmail.com

SierraClub

Thomas Hart Benton Group
David Anderson

4300 Warwick Blvd.

Kansas City, MO 64111
davidcanderson@sbcglobal .net

Heartwood

Jim Bensman

1802 Main Street
Alton, IL 62002
(618)463-0714
jim@heartwood.org

Central Ozarks Farmers Union
Tom Kruzen

HC-67, Box 70-C

Mountain View, Missouri, 65548
(417)934-2818
kruzen3@hotmail.com

Gateway Green Alliance
P.O. Box 8094
St Louis MO 63156
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