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CHIEF'S STATEMENT ON CENTRAL KUPREANOF TIMBER HARVEST PROJECT

WASHINGTON, Oct.10, 2009 - The Forest Service has received questions regarding the procedural
situation for the Central Kupreanof Timber Harvest Project on the Tongass National Forest in Alaska. The
Final Environmental Impact Statement released this week is NOT a decision document. It is the
environmental analysis of the project.

"We will be reviewing the FEIS and the range of alternatives presented as part of that analysis," said
Forest Service Chief Tom Tidwell. "Our decision, when it is made, will be the alternative which best
accelerates transition from old growth to young growth harvest on the Tongass to achieve restoration
objectives, provide jobs and economic activity. Our decision will thoroughly address the environmental
aspects of the project, including protection of roadless values."
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