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State of New Mexico
Office of rbe Governor
Bill Richardson
‘dear

The Hooorable George W. Bush
President

The White Honse

Washington, DC 20500

December 19, 2003
Dear Pregident Bush:

Many residents of New Mexico enjoy elean air and drinking water and access o hunting sad
fishing an pational Sorest lands thet have bean in community use for generations and generations,

Thus [ hope that you will uphold the Roadless Arey Consarvation Rule adopted in January 2001,
The roadless rule repregents » balanced polioy protacting 58.5 million mores o8 His uctivu’s Lyl

vaild forests from activities (hat could change the churmoter of the land. It was Snalived afier

yeart of scientific study, 600 publie heafings, and a record 1,8 million comunents in support of the
Tule. .

Residents of New Mexico sre concemmed thet your adorinistsation has announced plang t6 weaken
this historic couservation measare, Iustoad, we would wrge the Admiistzation to fosus its
attention on cxisting infrastrusture in the national forests, now abaut $10 billion in arvears.

Thic is an opportunity for you and the Adminintration to t2k2 & Positive action with regsrd for
New Mexico villages and towns within end adjacent 10 the many nationsl forests in New Mewivo,
I'will stand with you in suppor of thig important rule.

Lurgs you to hp}wlddunﬂclsitwmomulgmcd in 2001, It will asxure thet Rihue generations

of New Meicans will have the apportunity ¢ use and enjoy New Mexico’s national forests a5
Past generationy have.

Bill Richardson
Govemor
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