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December 16, 2003

The Honorable George W. Bush
The Whits House

1600 Penngyivania Ave., NW
Wasbington, D.C. 20500

Dear President Bush,

Qur sation's natural heritage is at & critical juncturs, and your lsadership is crucial to
protect our national forests. Americans treasure our national forests becaune they provide clean

drinking water, critical habitat for wildlife, and invaluable opportunities for racreation and
sofituda.

As the Govemnor of a sate that relies on its clean alr and drinking water end acoess to
fotasts for recreational pursuits such as bunting and fishing for a significant portion of its
economis health, 1 urge you to uphotd the Road less Area Congervation Ruie as adopted in
JSanuary 200!, [ was pleased to support road less rule legislation during my servies in the United
States House of Reprsgentatives as it is balanved policy thet protects tens of mijlions of acres of
our remaining wild forests from most logging and road construction.

The roed less rule was finalized afier yenrs of scicntific study, 600 public hearings, und a
cecord 1.6 million-comments in support of the rule. This exiraordinarily thorough process crented
sound public policy with unpresedented public support. [ am concerned that your Adeinjsteation
may weaken this historic congervaticn meagure,

Maine communtities adjscant to our stare’s 6,000 acres of road lesa rule “protacted” lands
depend on the recreational and scenic attraction of thess landscapes for their economic vitality.
Ad the cliief axecutive of 4 state that relles on its vature! resources, protecting our air, water, and
landecape is n serious coneern, It is a significant ranson wlty Americans from across the country
gtay or come to Maine to do business. As we build a successful future for aur farmilies and our
children, we rely on nalntalning the high quality of cur natura! assets that Mainers deserve. The
Road fess Area Consorvarion Rule is pert of this effort. .

On belualf of the citizens of Maine, | urge you to uphold the rule as it was promulgated in
2001 in order to pregerve the natural legacy of America for our children and grandchildren.
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